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INTRODUCTION. 


E RE the Author of thefe 
Sheets intending to Ruffle 
and Inſult the Legiſlature 
or Government of Great 
Britain, as has been done of late in many 
Pamphlets and Publick Papers, in a manner 
ſo Notorious, That it has _—_ the Queen 
to repreſent it to the Houſe as a Shame 
and Scandal to the Goverament : Were 
we deligning, like the Kentiſh Petition, to 
Dictate to the Houſe what they ſhould, 
or ſhould not do; and Saucily bid them 
turn their Loyal Addreſſes into Bills of 
4 Supply; or were we like the Legion Pa- 
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pers, to tell them how ſuch, and ſuch, of 
their Actions were, or were not Illegal, 
and Deſtructive of the Conſtitution which 
It is their Duty, and which they are truſt- 
ed by their Country to preſerve ; Were 


any of theſe things, or any like them, the 


deſign of this Tract, we ſhould, like the 
reſt of thoſe People, come on with a Bra- 
zen out-ſide, hardned againſt Annimad- 
verſion, defying Power and Juſtice, and 
make no other Introduction to the Work. 

But as the Author hereof, comes firſt 
with a Declaration of the full Satisfaction 
all the People of Britain do, and muſt 
neceſſarily find in all the Wiſe Mea- 
ſures which the Houſe has taken, or may 
take, to Diſcourage, Detect, and Puniſh 
the Bribery and Corruption of the Times, 
let the Perſons be who, what, or how 
Great ſoever: Acknowledging that it is 
always acceptable and agreeable to all 
ſorts of People among us, of what Opl- 
nion or Principle ſoever, to have the A- 


buſes and Corruptions of thoſe People 


expos'd, who have made a Prey of the 
Nation ; who, inſtead of executing the 
Offices and great Truſts repos'd in them 
by the Government, to the Honour of 
her Majeſty, and the Advantage of the 
People ; have gratified their Avarice and 
Y Fears 
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Ambition, at the Expence of the Nation's 
Treaſure ; or do miſapply the fame to 


the enriching their private Families ; im- 


oling upon, oppreſſing and extorting 
— the People, (under the Shelter and 
Protection of the Powers they are veſted 
with,) ſuch Sums of Money as are other- 
wiſe deſigned for the Publick Service, 
and for the Protection or Defence of the 
Nation. Jokes 

So, the Author of theſe Sheets, hopes he 
ſhall be allowed in the humbleſt manner, 
to move the Honourable Houſe of Com- 
mons to purſue the ſame juſt Method, 


in farther detecting, thoſe yet undiſcove- 


red, or at leaſt unpuniſhed Frauds and Cor- 
ruptions, Violences and Depredations, 
which are and have been for a long Time 
practiſed in the ſeveral publick Offices of 
this Revenue, Army, Navy, &c. And in 
Order thereunto, to lay open, as far as 
he can, the preſent Grievances of the Sub- 
jet, by the Oppreſſion, Corruption, Bri- 
bery and Extortion of the ſeveral Officers, 
Managers and Dependents in the ſaid ſeve- 
ral Places. | | 
For theſe Reaſons, the Authar makes 
this brief Introduction, hoping in, and 
depending upon the Juitice, Honour and 
Clemency of this Honourable Hou, One 
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(6) 
his ſincere Intention for the rectifying the 
ſaid Abuſes, and delivering the Faithful 
Subjects of the Government from the un- 
ſufferable Injuries, Abuſes, Partialities 
and Injuſtices of the ſaid corrupt, brib'd 
and plundering Officers in all Parts, ſhall 
be accepted as a Service to the Govern- 
ment, and as a faithful Diſcharge of the 
Duty every Loyal Subject and every Faith- 
ful Briton owes to his Sovereign and to 
his Country; to the Honour of the firſt, 
— to the Safety and Happineſs of the 
aſt. 

Nor can it be ſaid, as he humbly con- 
ceives, that in this he pretends to lead or 
direct his Superiours, or to make any pre- 
ſumptuous, illegal Addreſs or Application 
to this Honourable Houſe; or, that he 
maliciouſly purſues the Perſons of any 
Men; ſince, like a Perſon entirely free 
from any Prejudice, Malice, or Perſonal 
Quarrel at any Man, Party of Men, or 
Body of Men in the World, He contents 
himſelf not to ſeek the Puniſhment or 
Affliction of the Men, but the detecting, 
expoſing, and preventing of the Crime 
only; that the Nation may be no more 
Plundred, and that Poſterity may have 
as few of the Evils of this Ages Manage- 
ment entaiPd upon them as poſſible 8 
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therefore in this Repreſentation he hum. 
bly avoids the naming the Perſons of any; 
leaving that, and all farther ſearch into 
thoſe Things, as he conceives he in Duty 
15 * to do, to the Wiſdom and ju- 


ſtice of the Parliament, as the only Power 
able, and the only Judges proper, to en- 


quire into, puniſh, condemn and cenſure, 
as well the Perſons, as the Practice. 


As he does this with all humble Defe- 
rence to the Authority and Majeſty of 
the Aſſembly to whom he addreſſes theſe 
Sheets, and which he doubts not the Ju- 
ſtice of the Houſe will prevail with them 
to allow and approve of; ſo he, tho? with 
an entire Submiſſion of his Opinion to the 
Judgment of the Houle, believes, that ſo 
far every Subject is allow'd a Liberty of 
laying before the Houſe ſuch Branches of, 
ſuch Matters of Fact relating to, ſuch 
Complaints, and ſuch Repreſentations a- 
gainſt the Oppreſſions they feel, as come to 
their Knowledge. 

Without this, the Houſe could not be 
that Aſylum, that Refuge, and Sanctuary 
to the injured and oppreſſed Part of the 
Nation, or that Terror to, that certain 
Deſtruction of, and that Defence againſt, 
the Violences and ruinous Extortions of 
wicked Men, which it is the Glory of the 


Houſe 


(8) 
Houſe of Commons to be, and which is 
ſo abſolutely neceſſary to make them the 
Safety and Protection of her Majeſty's inno- 
cent People, of whom they are the Repre- 
ſentatives, and of whoſe Liberties they 
have the Conſervation. 

Sir Humphrey Mackworth, in his Defence 
of the Rights of the Commons of Exgland, 
has ſufficiently defended the high Autho- 
tity of the Commons in 7. . and truly 
repreſented them to be what the Author 
here ſuppoſes them to be, viz. © That 
« the Commons, as Repreſentatives 
c of the People, have (amongſt other 
& Things) the Power of levying Money, 
ic 2nd of impeaching and proſecuting evil 
© Miniſters, as a neceſſary Security ro 
* preſerve the Rights and Liberties of 
* the People. And then to affert the 
effectual Power veſted by the Conſtitution 
in the Repreſentative of the People aſſem- 
bled in Parliament, he ſays, That the 
fHouſe of Commons being a numerous 
© Body, and the Repreſentatives of the 
“ People, and another great Council with. 
1 in themſelves, have the Power of im- 
peaching and proſecuting evil Miniſters, 
and other great Offenders, as they in 
« their Directions ſhall judge requiſite for 
„ the Publick Safety, and are not accoun- 
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and corrupt Practices of thoſe who may 
"have been put in Truſt by her Majeſty; and 
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| 3 
* table for the ſame to any Superior 
& Power. Yet after this tells us, That it 
is no Derogation from, or Invaſion of the 
Rights, either of the Lords, asa Supream 
Judicature, or the Prince as Sovereign, 
whoſe Prerogatives are in their Places e- 
qually uſeful ro the general Good; but that 
«© Theſe Supream Powers are neceſſary for 
the Common Safety, and no Perſon can 
C affign any other Bodies ofMen in Exglana, 
{© that are more fit to be entruſted with 
« theſe Powers, than the King, Lords and 
“ Commons. And therefore every rational 
« Man ought to ſubmit to the eſtabliſhed 
„Government, and not preſume to argue 
« againſt it, upon any Suppoſition of Miſ- 
«© management in the King, Partiality 
„in the Lords, or Delay in the Com- 
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& mons, fince it is the higheſt and beſt 
_ £© Security for the Rights and Liberties of 


40 the People of Eng land, that the Nature 


© of the Government will admit. 


Theſe Teſtimonies to the Rights of the 
Houſe are ſo far from being inſulted or 


invaded by chis humble way of repreſen- 


ting to the Patliament, the Grievances and 
preſhons which the People of Exgland 
our under, from the illegal, arbitrary, 


who 


[| (10) 
who have abuſed that Truſt by Bribery; 
Extortion, and other corrupt Practices; 4 
that it is humbly repreſented to be a juſt 
and ſolemn Recognition of the Right 
which the Houſe of Commons have to ex- 
erciſe that Power, to hear the Complaints, 
and redreſs the Grievances of thoſe People 
whom they repreſent, and with whoſe 
Safety, Liberty and Eſtates they are with 
fo much Satisfaction and Confidence eng- 
truſted. 9 
And the Author therefore humbly re- | 
fers to the ſame Perſon quoted before; who 
, acknowledges in behalf of the People of 
England, that they have an undoubted 
Right to repreſent to the Houfe ſuch Grie- 
vances, ſuch illegal Practices, Corruption 
of Offices, or Misbehaviour of Miniſters, 
as they find themſelves burthened with, 
and oppreſſed by. 
| And even the Laws themſelves not on- 
4 ly countenance ſuch an humble Complaint 
4 as the Author hereof purpoſes here to 
make, but ſeems expreſly to acknowledge 
It to be the Native Right of the People of 
England, as appears by the Ad 13 Carol. 
IL Cap. 5. Entituled, An Act again Tu- 
Þ mulis and Diſorders, on pretence of pre- 
4. paring or preſenting publick Petitions, or 
{ other Addreſſes to his Majeſty or the Par- 


liament. 
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(1) F 
liament. Wherein, amongſt other Clau- 
ſes theſe Words are exprelly Enacted, vir. 

Provided always, That this Ad, or any 
thing therein contained, ſhall not be conſtru- 
ed to extend, to debar, or hinder any Perſon, 
or Perſons, not exceeding the number of Ten 
aforeſaid, to preſent any publick or private 
Grievance or Complaint to any Member or 
Members of Parliament, during the conti= 
nuance of the Parliament. EY 

On all which Conſiderations, but more - 
eſpecially moved by his _ of the pres 
ſent more than ordinary Diſpoſition of 
the Honourable Houſe of Commons, to 
redreſs all the Grievances of her Majeſty's 
Subjects, to recieve all their juſt Com- 
plaints, and tocall to Account the higheſt 
Criminals, who in Abuſe of the great 
Truſt repoſed in them, may have oppreſſed 
her Majeſty's good Subjects, miſapply- 
ed or embezled the publick Treaſure, or 
ſuffered themſelves to be corrupted with 
Bribes, and thereby to injure the People of 
England, and miſimprove the great Confi- 
dence repoſed in them by her Majeſty; 
and being confident that the ſaid Parlia- 
liament would with the ſame Juſtice ani- 
madvert upon, and reſent all other ſuch 
Abuſes and Corruptions practiſed in this 
Nation, as they ſhould come to the know- 
B 2 ledge 


(12) 
ledge of the fame, and that it-ſhall be an 
accepta ble Service to the Houſe, and agre- 
able to the ſaid juſt Reſolution of the 
Houſe to do Juſtice in the Caſe, that any 
Man ſhould detect, diſcover, or lay before 
them the ſeveral Corruptions, Extortions, 
Oppreſſions, Partialities, and other Abuſes 
committed as aſoreſaid. The Author of 
theſe Sheets does ig the humbleſt Terms, 
and with an entire Submiſſion to this Ho- 
nourable Houſe, lay before them the fol- 
lowing Repreſentation. | . 


A Memorial, . 


Humbly Repreſenting, 
7 AT through the Corruption of 
the Age, the Lenity of the Govern- 
ment, the Partiality of the Perſons, to 
whom the proper Cognizance of ſuch 
things have belonged, and not a little thro” 
the Prejudice-of Parties among us, (which 
have rendred, on many Occaſions, the At- 
tempts and Endeavours of Mea of upright 
Principles to detect the Practices of Men 
K "Is „ 5 din 


13 | 
in Power, Agel and dangerous;) the 
Diſcovery of ſuch Abuſes as have crept in- 
to the publick Management of Affairs has 
been W and innumetable At- 
tempts to break thro? the Fences Which ill 
Men have plac'd about their Management, 
have been rendred fruitleſs; That ſome 
Perſans alſo who have made ſuch Attempts, 
being thereby expoſed to the Fury ànd 
Diſpleaſure of thoſe who they have ap- 
pear'd to charge, have, been ruin'd and 
undone, either by Proſecutions, Diſpla- 
cings , and other injurious Proceedings, 
or by the meer Expence of Money 
in the fruitleſs Attendance upon thoſe 
who have had the Power to do Juſtice ; 
and whoſe bounden Duty it was to have 
ziven all the Diſpatch, fair Hearing and 

couragement to ſuch as would havede- 
tected the: Frauds and Oppreſſions of her 
Majeſty*s Subjects: That others have been 
mal · treated, thrown into Priſons by mali- 
cious Proſecutions, yea even aſſaſſinated 
by Ruffains, Baſtinadoed, and Multitudes 
threatned with like Uſage, who have of. 
fered to appear for the Diſcovery of Frauds 
and Abuſes, as well againſt her Majeſty, 
as againſt the People of Britain, commit - 
ted in the ſeveral Offices and publick Em- 


ployments as aforeſaid, 


And 
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And that your Honours may not ſuppoſt 
the humble Repreſenter hereof, has no 
viſible ground for this Suggeſtion, he 
takes the freedom to refer to the Practiſe 
Publickly detected before this Honoura- 
ble Houſe the very laſt Seſſion of Parlia- 
ment, by an infamous and known Per- 
ſon, who for ſuch Practices reciev'd the 
juſt Cenſure of the Houſe, and has 
— diſmiſt from his Command in the 
firſt Regiment of her Majeſties Guards, 
though with ſuch Lenity, and ſo much 
Mercy, thro the peculiar Grace of our Hap- 

y Government, that he has not only, as 
we are publickly inform'd, been permit- 
ted to fell his Commiſhon, but, to the a- 
buſe of that Mercy, has been reciev'd in- 
to the Service in the Guards of Horſe, at 
the expence of part of the Mony which he 
raiſed by the ſale of his former Pot. 

And the Repreſenter hereof, hymbly 
offers, that it ſeems to be a full proof of 
what he has Suggeſted, as above in this Re- 

reſentation, That of late it has been fo 
8 for any Private Perſon to De- 
tect, Diſcover, or Impeach the Conduct of 
the ſeveral Perſons employ'd in Publick 
Offices; that ſuch as have been willing to 
do her Majeſty, and their Native Coun- 
try ſuch a ſignal piece of Service, have been 

oblig'd 


if 


(215) 
ablig'd to apply themſelves by Writing, 
lign'd by obſcure Names or Initial Letters, 
Conditioning for Concealment, Encourage- 
ment, and Protection; tacitly acknow- 
ledging the peril and difficulty of that 
Work, which it is humbly repreſented, 
ought rather by Faithful Miniſters of the 
State, to be promoted with all poſſible rea- 
dineſs and encouragement; and that this 
is the Method, the frequent Publication 
of ſuch Letters in the Gazetre, he humbly 
hopes, may be allow'd to be a ſufficient 
Teſtimony. | 
The Repreſenter hereof humbly pleads 
with this Honourable Aſſembly, that it 
may.not be taken for dictating or preſcri- 
bing to your Honours, if he ng that 
ſome Methods, ſuch as to your Honours 
in your great Wiſdom may ſeem meet, for 
the ſettling and aſcertaining the Encou- 
ragement of ſuch as ſhall detect the ſcan- 
dalous Behaviour, Corruption and Op- 
preſſion of thoſe, who being entruſted by the 
Government withPower,and whichPower 
is put into their Hands for Diſcharge of 
their Duty, and for the Service of their 
Country, make uſe of that Power to pro- 
tect themſelves from the publick Juſtice, 
and to awe and terrifie honeſt Men from 
enquiring too far into their Conduct. 8 
| | r 


5 2 PETS 

It has been thought agreeable to Juſtice 
in fome Countries, at leaſt the Circum; 
ſtances of ſuch things conſidered, to make 
the Perſon of the accuſed reſponſible for the 
Safety and forth-coming of the Accuſer; and 
the reaſon of this has heen, becauſe where 
the Nature of the Crime has been ſuch, 
as that the Diſcovery or legal Conviction of 
the Offender, has depended upon the Evi- 
dence of the Perſon accuſing, it has offer'd 
a ſtrong Temptation to the Friends of the 
Accus and much more to the Party him- 
ſelf, to remove by ſome ſecret Contrivance, 
whether Criminal or other, the only Per- 
ſon who is capable to do what they ſuppoſe 
fatal to them. In other Caſes, and in other 
Countries, it has been uſual that the Evi- 
dence of the Accuſer being taken upon Oath, 
and a formal Accuſation laid dawn before 
proper Judges, (upon deliberate Examina- 
tion,) to give notice to the accuſed, That if 
by Death, Murther, or other Clandeſtine 
Method, that Evidence be removed, ſo as 
not to be preſent at the Tryal, his faid 
Depofition ſhall be taken for valid, and 
ſhall be ſuſficient to convict the Offender, 
as if he were actually produced. 


This is humbly repreſented, not to lead 
the Honourable Houſe to any particular 
Method, by which they ſhall think fir 
to 


. (17) | 
to protect thoſe, who deſire to be 
rendred uſeful in detecting the Plun- 
derers of their Country; but humbly 
to enforce from 1 Example, the 
Care and Concern which wiſe Govern- 
ments have always thought fit to ſhow, 
for the Protection of ſuch who are wil- 
ling to expoſe themſelves in Aid of the 
publick Juſtice : At the ſame time humbly 
referring the Caſe here, to ſuch other Me- 
thods, Means and Ways, , which to this 
Honourable Houſe in their great Wiſdom 
ſhall ſeem meet. —— HE 
. The humble Repreſenter being ſen- 
fible of the Danger of encouraging In- 
32 by Rewards, Promiſes of Pre- 
erment, Poſts of Advantage, &c. Which 
has too often filled our Courts of Jultice, 
with Examples of malicious, forged, or 
frivolous Accuſations; would be very ten- 
der of giving the leaſt hint towards lay- 
jng a Foundation for the Ruin of honeſt 
Men by perjur'd Informers, falſe Witneſs, 
unjuſt Accuſations, &c. knowing that evil 
Mea are forward to murther the Reputa- 
tion of honeſt Men, by ſuggeſting Crimes, 
in hopes of Reward ; and for this reaſon 
humbly repreſents ; that however your 
Honours may think it neceſſary, when 
upon a full and fair N 4 Criminal 


„ 

is juſtly condemned, and great Sums re- 
covered or ſaved tothe Government, that 
ſuch Services fhould not be forgotten, or 
that feafonable Returns ſhould be made 
to the Perſon, out of the Effects ſo reco- 
vered ; all which is, and ought to be left 
to the Wiſdom and Juſtice of your Ho- 
nours, when any Law for this moſt neceſ- 
fary Service ſhall come before your Ho- 
nours ina Parliamentary Way : That yet, 
for want of due Encouragement for, an 

fuitable Rewards to the Perſons difcove- 
ring ſuch Frauds, many.are deter'd from 
making the Attempt, being ſure on one 
hand to hazard the Ruin of their Fami- 
hes, and perhaps run the Riſque of their 
Lives, from the Deſperation and Reſent- 
ment of the Perſons accuſed ; and uncer- 
tain on the other hand of any Support or 
Encouragement from the Government, to 


whom they render the faid Faithful Ser- 


vices. And it 15 hoped your Honours 
will not blame the Repreſenter hereof, if 
he ſuggelts, that the not giving due En- 
couragement of Protection and Support, 
by the Perſons whoſe Duty it has been, to 
the Perſon who would have made fach 
Diſcoveries to them, may poſſibly, tho? 
he does not affirm they do ariſe from a real 
Unwillingneſs to have thoſe Frauds dete- 

| ed, 


(19) 
cted, and that this Unwillingneſs may to- 
lerate a Suggeſtion, that it may proceed 
from ſome Criminal Share in the ſaid Abu- 
ſes or Confederacy with the Perſons ſo 
engaged in defrauding the Nation. And 
tho? the Perſons cannot be formally accu- 
ſed before your Honours of the Fact, yer 
he humbly hopes your Honours will ac- 
cept ofthe Probability, as a ſtrong Reaſon 
to enforce the Neceſſity of providing a- 
gainſt ſuch Confederacy, with Connivance 
at, and ſharing in the Crime, by prevens 
ting the ſaid Backwardneſs to encourage 
the Diſcovery thereof, in ſuch Manner, 
and by ſuch Methods, as to your He- 
nours in your great Wiſdom ſhall ſeem 
meet : He makes no queſtion but your 
Honours might be aſſured, that upon 
ſuch Proviſion toi be made as aboveſaid, 
viz. of . Protection and Reward, ſuch 
immediate Complaints would be brought 
before your Honours, or before the 

roper Perſons to whom your Hanours 
all be pleaſed to give Power to re- 
ceive the ſame; as might be a Means 
to detect the innumerable Frauds and Op- 
prefiions which the Nation at this time 
groans under; and to caſe the Nation in 
vers great and unneceſſary Expences, by 
reducing the Management of Wend 
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fices and Officers to a better Regulation ; 
as alſo to fave great Sums to the Publick, 
which are daily loſt to, and embezled from 
the Revenue. e 
The Repreſenter hereof cannot refrain 
to = before your ' Honours, what, if 


true, he makes no queſtion your Honours 
will think well worth ſuch Animadver- 
tion, as is due to thoſe who make a 
Mock of Parliamentary Juſtice ; and 
which, if not true, at leaſt ſeems to re- 
uire ſome publick Notice, in order to ſtop 
the Improvement which evil diſpoſed Per- 
ſons pretend to make thereof, in preju- 
dice of the Honour and Wiſdom of this 
reſent Parliament; (viz.) That whereas 
in the firſt Seſſion of this current Parlia- 
meat, your Honours, after full r. 
tion, hearing and determining a Com 
plaint exhibited at your Bar, againſt ſe- 
veral Brewers, as well in London, Portſ- 
mouth, and elſewhere, employed in brew- 
ing Beer for the uſe of nor gen 208" 
vy, did reſolve, that great Abuſes, Frauds, 
and ill Practices, had been made uſe of 
by the faid Brewers, and by the ſeveral 
Perſons named in the ſaid Examination and 
Hearing, detected to the Loſs and Detri- 
ment of the Publick, the Sum of 53009. 
Sterling, or thereabouts, in the ſingle * 
| * 4 : * . ; 0 
— 1 
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(21) | 
of Small-Beer only ; for which Crime, 
ſeveral of the Perſons concerned, were 
ordered by your Honours to be proſecu- 
ted at Law, as the Nature of their Crime 
aforeſaid very well required; as by the 
ſaid Examinations humbly repreſented to 
her Majeſty by this Honourable Houſe, 
may appear more fully and at large. Yet that 
notwithſtanding this, the ſame Perſons 
are faid not only to be employed again, 
as Brewers for her Majeſty's Navy; but 
as they report alſo upon the fame Con- 
dition, ( viz. ) Of giving Receipts for 
the full quantity of Beer allow'd to tht 
Men, when far leſs quantities are deli- 
ver*d; upon the pretence, that Men on 
Board the ſaid Ships, having Tickets gi- 
ven them to be abſent, her Majeſty is ob- 
liged to allow them the Beer, and the 
Officers put ſo much Money into their 
Pockets, b Conſent of the abſent Men; 
which Practice, although it has been cen- 
ſured as an Embezlement and Frad by 
this Honourable Houſe, yet is ſaid to be 
continued; and the ſame Perſons fo cenſu - 
red, to be even now prattiſing it in Defi- 
ance of the Juſtice of the Parliament, and 
in Contempt of all Methods and Mea- 
ſures hitherto taken to the contrary; 
which Practice, if true, ſeems to claim 
M 7 1 T's 5 ; your 
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( 22) 
your Honcurs .farther Inſpection; aud if 


vot true, yet even its e re- 
ported to be ſo, may not t i 

evil Conſequences; and is therefore laid 
before your Honours, as what it is hum- 
bly fuppoſed may be acceptable to you to 


without its 


know, and may merit your farther Con- 
ſideration. | 
May it pleaſe. your Honours to ſuffer, 


in a Repreſentation of this Nature, the 


Oppreſſions of inferior Officers in the Cu- 


ſtoms and Exciſes, to take up 2 ſhort 
ſpace in our Complaints; while ſuch Of- 
ficers receiving Encouragement from their 


Superiors, on pretence of ſupporting 
them in the le of their Duty, 
daily make illegal Seizures upon frivolous 


Pretences, detaining the Goods of the 


Merchant, ta make private Advantages 
of thoſe Merchants, who they expect 
will rather gratiſie them with Bribes, 
and unjuſt Fees, than ſuffer the Delays, 
the Perplexities, and Expences of diſpu- 
ting with, attending, and perhaps ſub- 


miſſively entreating the Commiſſioners 
to obtain an Order ſor the Reſtitution 


of their ad Goods, though no Pre- 


tence of ſeizing the fame could be aſ- 


ſigned. 
Nor 


a * 


oO. es 
Nor is this all, but even the Commiſ- 
ſioners themſelves, when Goods have 


been ſo ſeized without legal Pretence, 
and upon frivolous and unjuſt Allega- 
tions, and when upon fair hearing of 
the faid Merchant, ſuch Allegations of 
the Officers have appeared frivolous and 
vexatious, and ſuch as the Commiſſio- 
ners themſelves have found they could 
not ſuſtain; yet inſtead of diſcoura- 

ing and reproving their Officers for the 
Pine, the general Practice of the Cu- 
ftom-Houſe has been to order the ſaid 
Goods to be delivered to the Merchant, 
he ſatisfy ing the faid Officers for their 
Trouble. 


The Repreſenter hereof humbly lays 
it before your Honours, as what he 
conceives well worth your Honour's 
Conſideration; that where the Mer- 
chant's fair Proceeding has been fo well 
made out, that the Commiſſioners have 
not found any legal Ground to ſtop, or 
make Seizure thereof, and have not been - 
able to lay any Penalty or Payment 
certain upon the Merchant; the leaving 
the ſaid Merchant indefinitely at the 
Mercy, and ſubjected to the known A- 
varice and Extortion of the under Offi- 
cers, 


(0240 

cers, muſt be arbitrary, and illegal; 
Since, if the Seizure was juſt, the Goods 
ought to be condemn'd, but comuting 
the Offence, by a Satisfaction to the Offi- 
cer, is a plain defrauding her Majeſty of 
her Dues, and making a compoſition, 
which chey have no Power to do; on the 
ather hand , if the ſaid Seizures were 
not. juſt, the leaving the Merchants 
Goods in the Hands of the Officers, till 
they are fatisfied, is empowering the 
Officers to. plunder and rob the Mer- 
chant of what they have no legal Right 
„ | 
It is humbly repreſented to this Ho- 
nourable Houſe, that many and flagrant 
Inſtances of this Extortion and Impoſi- 
tion upon the Merchant; are upon the 
leaſt Enquiry to be found; and two Of- 
ficers in the Cuſtoms, more eſpecially in- 
famous for having thus enrich'd -them- 
ſelves, at the. Expence of the fair Mer 
chants, by whom Five Hundred Pound 
Value in Merchants Goods have. been in- 
juriouſly detained at a time, to extort 
two or three or four Guineas from the 
Merchant, to purchaſe the Delivery of 
what they have not the leaſt legal Pre- 
tence to detain. 


. 0 F| 


The 


. 

The Repreſenter humbly acknow- 
ledges, that if the Merchants, who ate 
thus impos'd upon and oppreſs'd, will 
proſecute their Right at Law, they may, 
and ſometimes have obtain'd their Goods 
without theſe unjuſt Exactions; and 4 
known and famous Inſtance of this, has 
been in a Cafe lately laid before the 
Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, in Beſhif 
of a Merchant, who had near 500 J. worth 
of Cloves unjuſtly detain'd ſome Weeks, 
to his great Damage and Lofs, and who 
having repreſented to the Commiſſioners 
the Unreaſonableneſs of ſuch Proceed- 
ings, and his Reſolution to proſecute at 
Law for the fame, and alfo to repreſent 
the Abuſe he receiv*d to the preſent Par« 
tiament, had his Goods, with great Sub- 
miſſion and Apprehenſion, (a manifeſt 
Token of their Guilt) ordered to be deliver- 
eq without any ſuch Fee or Reward, 

But the Repreſenter humbly lays it 
before Your Honours to determine, whe- 
ther it be not an Act of Injuſtice and 

reſſion, contrary to the true Intent 
and Meaning of all the Laws for laying 
Cuſtoms on Merchandize, that the fai 
Merchants Goods ſhould be thus ſtopt 
and detain'd upon vain and frivolons 
Pretences, and not be deliver'd but by 
Menaces #nd Proceſs of Law, or under Ap- 
D prehenſions 
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rehenſions of the Juſtice and Reſentment 
be Parliament, conſidering eſpecially, not 
only the Intereſt and Advantage which it 
is to the whole Nation, and the conftant 
Concern of this Honourable Houſe and 
the Government, to give all juſt and 
due Encouragement to fair Merchants, 
whoſe Proſperity is ſo eſſential to the 
Trade of this Iſland in general; but alſo 
that the detaining the Goods of a Mer- 
chant, as the Occaſion of Markets, the 
frequent Importations, and the Riſing 
and Falling of the Rates of ſuch Goods 
may happen, may often be equiva- 
lent to the ſeizing and condemning them ; 
and the keeping Goods from a Market, 
ſometimes is equal to the Loſs of them. 
The Extortion of unjuſt Fees and Pay- 


ments, practis'd by the ſame Under Of- 


ficers on other and various Occaſions ; 
with the undue Preferences, Delays, and 
Partialities practis'd by the ſeveral o- 
ther Officers in the Cuſtom-Houſe, be- 
ing too many to enumerate, or to give 
Your Honours the Detail ofin this Memo- 
rial, are yet humbly repreſented. to Your 
Honours in the General, as Things tend- 
ing greatly to the Diſhonour of the Go- 
vernment, the Diſcouragement of Trade, 
and the great Injury and Perplexity of 
the Subject; and the humble Repreſen- 

ter 
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ter chooſes to lay theſe Things before 
Your Honours in general Terms, rather 
than to moleſt Your. Honours with parti. 
cular Informations and Accuſations of Per- 
ſons; as well to avoid giving great Trou- 
ble to the Houſe, as to teſtify, that it 1s 
the preyenting the Evil to Trade, and 
the Oppreſſion to the Subject, which he 
ſeeks, and which he knows well, will 
be effectually cruſt'd by the Breath of 
your Mouth, rather than the perſonal 
Ruine of the delinquent Officer, who, he 
knows, would fink under the Juſtice of 
the Houſe, if detected; at the fame Time 
profeſſing himſelf ready and able to 
lead to, or lay divers Particulars ol 
theſe Things before Your Honours, when- 
ever it ſhall be thought needſul. 

He humbly repreſents alſo to your 
Honours, that manifeſt partialities have 
been uſed by particular Officers of Her 
Majeſties Cuſtoms, in the encouraging 
or diſcouraging other Officers in the Out- 
ports, as well as in the Port of London, 
to condemn and carry on legal Proſecu- 
tions of Goods fairly ſeiz'd, which have 
either by private Commutation, Bribery 
or other ill Practices, been kept back, and 
the Perſons guilty have not only diſowned 
and oppreſſed the faithful Officer in doing 
his Duty, but inſolent Frauds, Colluſion, 
3 | D 2 Bribes, 


( 23) | 
Bribes, and Concealments of Cuſtoms, 
are thereby carried on upon the Coaſts, 
by which clandeſtine Trade gets the 
Aſcendanr of fair Merchandizing; and by 
which, as an evidence of Fact, it may 
appear ta your Honours, that the ſeve- 
ral late additional Duties on Pepper 
and Spices are fo far from anſwering the 
End, that no Propartion of thoſe Goods 
appear Entred at the Cuſtom-Houfe to 


what was always fo entred before the 


Aid Duties; and yet no Reaſon can be 
aſſign'd to prove that the Conſumption 


is les; and which is farther evidenced, 


in that the faid Goods, viz. Pepper and 
Spices, are to be found in greater Quan- 
tities, and to be bought at cheaper Rates 
on the ſeveral Coaſts of Exglaud. neareſt 


to Holland, than in any other Parts of 


Britain, and in ſome Places are ſold chea- 
per than formerly, even before thoſe ad- 
Gitional Duties were laid on, | 
All which the Repreſenter hereol, 
without accuſing any particular Perſons, 
humbly referrs to any Examination Yours 
Honours ſhall think fit to make, or cauſe to 
be made, particularly among the Officers 
ot the Cuſtoms in the Counties of Norfolk, 


S$affolk, Kc. and the Coalts adjacent, By 
all which Frauds, e conceives 


red and ill 


the Nation is not only plu 
| uſed, 
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uſed, but the Funds of Parliament ren- 
dred deficient, Her Majeſty injured, and 
Trade greatly diſcouraged: Things which 
he believes, and humbly hopes, this Ho- 
nourable Houſe will efteem worthy their 
raking Cogniſance of; and that therefore 
this humble Repreſentation thereof ſhall 
not be offenſive to Your Honours, to 
whoſe Wiſdom and Juſtice theſe things 
are in the humbleſt manner ſubmitted, 

To all which Errors in the Manage- 
ment of the Revenue of the Cuſtomes, is 
Humbly added, one farther Method, 
which however it may ſeem rather to 
be a DefeQ in the Law itſelf, than in 
the Execution of the ſaid Law by the 
Commiſſioners, has yet proved a great 
Prejudice to Trade in general, and the 
manifeſt Ruine of many flouriſhing 
Merchants; and if no remedy be 1 


applied to the ſame, may, it is feared, 
Deſtructive to one of the greateſt Branch- 
es of our Plantation Trade, and eſpe- 
cially to the Trade of Virginia: A Branch 
ſo effectually Serviceable to the preſent 
Time, by the great and extraordinary 
Sums of Money paid on that Account 
to the Government; which Trade fſuf- 
fers this preſent Inconvemence, which, as 
it is conceiv'd, none but the Parliament 
can Redreſs, (viz.) that Ce, the 
uty 
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the Value of One Peny Prime Coſt, that 
x is exceeding difficult, and even Im- 
practicable for the Importer to pay, or 
advance the ſame in ready Money; but 
that therefore it is provided, for the eaſe 
of the Merchant, that time ſhall be 
given for Payment upon Bond, with Se- 
curity to be given by the Importer for 
the ape: Meet” 

"This giving Bond, as above, is not 
only Deſtructive to the Revenue itſelf, 
in that the Perſons bound, as well the 
Principal, as the Security, often prove 
Inſolvent, ſo that the Duty is never re- 
covered. But is alſo the Ruine of many 
Innocent Families, who are daily, and 
very frequently torn to Pieces by Ex- 
tents; and by Surpriſes, are rendred un- 
able to ſatisfie either the Queens Debts, 
or other Debts, which without ſuch Vio- 
tences they might eafily do. By theſe 


Methods, Six or Seven Families have 


been ruined to pay a Debt, which one 
of them was, by milder - Meaſures, able 
to have diſcharged ; and Ten Thouſand 
Pounds has been loft by the'Debtors, to 
pay leſs than Two Thouſand: Pound Debt; 
of which your Honours, upon the leaſt 
Enquiry, may have fad and melancholy 
Inſtances from the Cuſtom-Houſe, 92 

| VOM 


Duty is ſo great, being 5 : Duty on 
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from many of the Priſons of the Town, 
where great and flouriſhing Merchants 
now languiſh under Extents, ruin'd and 
undone, who. by the eafie and equal 
Proceedings of one Merchant to another, 
could have paid 40s. in the Pound, on 
all the Debts they owed in the World. 

It 1s humbly repreſented to your Ho- 
nours, that theſe Things frequently hap- 
pen to the Securities, when the Princi- 
pals either go free by the Partiality of 
the Proſecution, or at leaſt, where the 
Principal is not, as reaſon ſeems to di- 
ctate, more eſpecially proſecuted. 

But the End of this Particular is more 
eſpecially to repreſent to your Honours, 
how much more equal it would appear, 
and fafe both to Her Majeſties Dues, 
and to the Merchant paying the ſame; 
if publick Ware-Houſes were appointed, 
wherein the ſaid Tobaccoes ſhould be 
depoſited, as a Security for the ſaid Du- 
ties, to be paid by the Importer when- 
ever he pleaſes to remove the ſame, or 
by the Buyer of the ſaid Goods, when 
he ſhall receive them from; the Impor- 
ter, or to be ballanced by the Deben- 
ture, upon _ Exportation, as the Law 
directs. dinCt | | 

And this is further humbly enforced, by 
an Argument drawn from wy 79 

act, 
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Fact, with Relation to Tobaccoes ex- 


ported again by Certificate, (vs.) That 
whereas the whole Duty of the Tobacco, 
except ; per Pound, is drawn back by De- 
benture or Certificate, upon the Exporta- 
tion thereof to other Parts beyond the Seas. 
By the preſent Methodof the Cuſtoni Houſe, 
in taking Bond for the Cuſtom inward of 
the ſaid Tobacco, it frequently falls out, 
that Her Majeſty not only loſes the Duty 
inward, by the Inſolvency of the Mer- 
chant, who Imported it upon Bond as 
above, but pays again 54. per Pound, by 
Debenture to Ky ſame — Im- 

rter, upon his Exporting the ſame, 
diho his Bonds for he Duty on the Im- 
portation be not paid ; by which Means, 
if Ten Thouſand Pounds be firſt the loſs 
of the Imported Duty, the Queen alſo 
loſes 9500/. more out of her Pocket up- 
on the Exportation, and that perhaps to 
the very Perſon, who Dy his Inſolvency, 
= already wrong'd Her Majeſty of the 

rſt. | 

This, as he humbly repreſents, 1s oc- 
calioned, by adhering exactly to the 
Letter of a Rule in the Cuſtom-Houſe 
Methods, (vis) of refuſing to Ballance 
the Bonds and Debentures of the Mer- 
chants, by which, as on one Hand, if a 


Merchant has a Thoufand Pounds due 
to 
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to him by Debentures, for Goods Ex- 


-ported, and owes a Thouſand Pound to 


the Queen upon Bonds, he ſhall not be 
admitted to give in thoſe Debeatures, in 
payment of his ſaid Bond, but may be 


ſued to an Extent, and be ruin'd for 


his Debt to the Queen, he being at the 


Ame time Creditor to the Government 


for the full Sum, for Which his Eſtate 
ſhall be extended, and his Credit ruin'd : 
This, it is humbly conceived, is a hard- 
— and cruelty upon the Merchant, 
and a Severity, which in Equity ought 
not to he exerciſed. Ou the other 
Hand, the fame Method is Injurious to 
the Revenue, when a Merchant, whs6 
owes a Thouſand Pound for Duty on 
Tobaccoes, ſhall upon Exportation, re- 


ceive near the ſaid Thouſand Pound by 


Debenture, altho* the Duty aforeſaid 
be not paid; and by which Means, if 
the faid Merchant and his 1 
prove Inſolvent, the Queen loſes 20000. 
out of Pocket. | 
And the Repreſenter hereof, that he 
may not be ſuppoſed to Amuſe or Im- 
e upon- this Honourable Houſe, by 
fuppoſing Things only poſſible, but that 
are not ſo in Fact, humbly” appeals to 
the Commiſſioners of tlie Cuſtoms, and 
their, Accounts ; hs aa doubrs = 
S002 ut 
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but it will appear, that both theſe 
Caſes have happened on ſeveral Occa- 
ſions. 
Alſo the Humble Author of theſe 
Sheets repreſents, with all Submiſſion, 


to the Honourable Houſe, that this 


Method is eventually the Occaſion 


of many Frauds and Diſaſters between 


one Merchant and another, in drawing 
in poor and inſolvent Men to be bound 
with one another, to the Injury and 
Ruine of their reſpective Creditors ; and 
in eſpecial manner, when Inſolvent Mer- 
chants draw in Men of good Circum- 
ſtances - to be their Security, and by 
taking advantage of the ſaid Method of 
the Cuſtom-Houſe, wickedly ſecure to 
themſelves the Debentures for the draw- 


back on Exportation of the Tobaccoes 


they have ſo given Bond for, and not 
diſcharging the ſaid Bonds, leave their 
Securities to be ruin'd for the very 
Money which they themſelves have 
fraudulently received ; All which Rea- 
ſons ſtrongly plead with your Honours 
to enact, that the Tobaccoes may be ſo 
lodg'd in Ware-Houſes, as well tor the ſe- 
curing the ſaid Duties, as to prevent the 
many Evils abovementioned ; or that 
ſome ſuch other way be found out, to 
fave the faid Traders from the evident 

Ruine 
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Ruine and Injury aforeſaid, ſuch as to 
your Honours, in your Great Wiſdom 
ſhall ſeem meet. | 
The humble Repreſenter hereof, avoids 
mentioning the great and manifold Abu- 
ſes committed in the Collections of the 
Cuſtoms and Exciſe, by the Corruption 
of the Officers, by Connivances and Con- 
federacies between the Gaugers and the 
Brewers, but eſpecially the Diſtillers, 
and between the Merchants and Col- 
lectors, as Things however fatal in them- 
ſelves, and of Conſequence to be diſ- 
covered; yet more properly belong- 


ing to the reſpective Commiſſioners to 


enquire into, and Correct; and there- 
fore deſcending to other publick Affairs, 
Offices and Perſons, by whom the Na- 
tion is equally Plundred, Humbl 
Repreſents farther, the unſufferabls 
Oppreſſions and Injuries offered with Im- 
punity, upon that moſt uſeful and ſer- 
viceable Parr of Her Majeſties poor, but 
faithful Subjects, The Britiſh Seamen ;--- 
And this as well by the ill Treatment of 
them at Sea, reſpecting in eſpecial man- 
ner their Proviſions, as in more eſpecial 
manner their Wages and Pay, which 
they receive on Shore. 
The Circumſtances of the - Times, 
whether reſpeQing the publick, as to 
15 2 railing 
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(36) 
raiſing Money ; or the Fabeck, as to 
the Time of Payment, have always been 
ſuch, as that the poor Seamen have fre- 
quently been obliged to ſtay from one, 
to 4, 5, or ſometimes Seven Years for 
their Money; During which Time, for 
the Supply of Neceſſaries, for the Sup- 
port of their Families, and oftentimes to 
furniſh and fit themſelves out for Her 
Majeſties farther Service, or for their 
other Occaſions, they are obliged either 


to fell the Tickets for their Pay to 


Harpies and Extortioners, who frequent- 


ly exact extravagant Sums from them for 
the ſame ; or to Pawn, Pledge and Bor- 


row Money upon them, to the like Sort 
of People ; by which Means, the Intereſt 
eating out the Principal, they are irrecove- 
rably Loſt. By this Means, it is humbly 
repreſented, che following Inconvenien- 


cies follow. (1.) That the Men become 


careleſs of the Service, and value not 
Deſerting, ſeeing the Loſs falls on thoſe 
to whom they have ſold their Tickets, 
who they take to be no better than Py- 
rates, having generally plunder'd them 
of one Half, to advance the other; and 
by this Means, ſo many of the Seamen 
run away into-the Service of the Mer- 
chant, and from thence to Foreign Coun- 
tries, not caring to. Serve for that Pay, 

which 
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which when they have done, is not 
worth above half its Value; ſo that they 
can receive but one Years. Wages, for 
Two Years Service. 

This, it is humbly repreſented to your 
Honours, is fo eaſie to Remedy, and of 
ſo great Conſequence to be remedied. 
The firſt, by appointing ſome certain 
Time of Payment to all the Seamen, 


and 2 Intereſt on their Tickets 
bliſhing them on ſuch good 


till payed, 
Parliamentary Funds, as may be thought 


fit, that they may circulate in payment 


at a current and eſtabliſh'd Value; and 
the laſt being ſo Evident to your Ho- 


enlarge on their Particulars, only hum- 
bly recommending to your Honours Con- 


ple, who not only by their Uſefulneſs as 
ſuch, but by their Borne? Readineſs to 
expoſe themſelves on all Occaſions for 
the general Safety, by their Bravery and 
Gallantry, even without Vanity exceed- 
ing all Nations, and by the conſtant Ha- 
zards and Fatigues, which their Services 


themſelves to the Compaſſion of this Ho- 
nourable Houſe, oO being at this Time, 
in Relation to the Circumſtances above- 
ORE BY | laid, 


nours, as to need no other Demon- 
ſtration, the Author therefore ceaſes to 


ſideration; That the Seamen are a Peo- - 


are always attended with; recommend 


cv 
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Aid, the moſt injur'd and oppreſs'd of 
all Her Ma jeſties Subjects; whether we 
ſpeak with reſpect to the Circumſtance 
of their Service, as aforeſaid, to their 
extraordinary Merit and Uſefulneſs ; or 
the Neceſſities of their Families and 
Circumſtances 3 and in all theſe Caſes, 
with reſpect to the Right they have to 
their ſaid Wages, which after they have 


ſo dearly earned, tis humbly repreſented, 


may as juſtly claim an Allowance of In- 
tereſt, as a ſimple Loan of Money under 
Security of the Government does in o- 
bangen bar 21 
He humbly Repreſents, that ſuch due 


Proviſion, as to this Honourable Houſe 


Mall ſeem meet, for ſecuring the Pay- 
ment of the Wages due to the ſaid Sea- 
men in Her Majeſties Service being 
made, would not only prevent the Op- 
preſſions and Extortion of the Perſons 


aboveſaid, and their making a Prey of 


the Neceſſities of the Poor; but would 
encourage the ſaid Seamen, with more 
Chearfulneſs and Alacrity, to enter into 
Her Majeſties Service, and to continue 
therein when entered, than all the 
Bounties, advanced Pay, and other En- 
couragements, which to the great Charge 
the Government have annually ow 
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advanced, for the better and more ſpeedy 
Manning of Her Majeſties Fleet, and 
would alſo prevent in a great Meaſure 
the Violences, and other ill Practices 


uſed in, and in part neceſſary for the 


preſſing and enforcing Seamen into Her 
Majeſties ſaid Service at Home, and 
would in a great Meaſure prevent tlie 
running of great numbers of the {aid 
Seamen into the Service of Foreigners, 
and very often into that of Her Maje- 
ſties Enemies, to the great Prejudice of 
Her Majeſties Service, and the manifeſt 
weakning and leſſening the Strength of 


the Nation, 


In like manner, it is humbly reprefented 
to this Honourable Houſe, the evident 
Injuries, Plunderings and Oppreſſions 
committed by the Officers, Agents, Pay- 
maſters, Purſers, and other Perſons con- 
cerned; as it reſpects the Widows and 
Orphans of ſuch Seamen and Soldiers as 
die, or are Slain, Drowned, or otherwiſe 
loſt in Her Majeſties Service, as well by 


Land as by Sea; in which Caſe, as well 


upon pretence of want of due Powers 
for receiving thereof, as upon fraudulent 
and clandeſtine Pretences of the Accounts 
being fully cleared to the Party deceaſed, 
the Widows and Orphans, or ſuch o- 
ther Relations as have right to claim 


what 
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what remained due to the ſaid Perſons 
deceaſed, are defrauded thereof, and the 
faid Officers, Agents, Paymaſters, Pur- 
ſers, or other Perſons concerned, put the 
fame in their Pockets, and barbarouſly 
inrich themſelves with the Wages and 
Pay, dearly earned by the deceaſed, at 
the Price of their Blocd, in the Service 
and Defence of their Queen and Country. 

This the Author hereof humbly re. 
preſents, as a Work well worthy of the 
Juſtice and Compaſſion of this Honour- 
able Houſe, whoſe peculiar Honour it is 
to redreſs the Grieyances of, and deliver 
from Oppreſſion and Violence, the People 
they repreſent, and humbly hopes, it ſhall 
be deem'd an acceptable Service in any 
Member of the Bririþ Commonalty, 
with Decency and Reſpect, to put an 
Occaſion into their Hands of doing fo 
much Juſtice to the Poor, and detecting 
fo much Violence and Injury as, 'tis e- 
vident, is ſuffered by the one, and pra- 
ctis'd by the other; and with all Humi- 
lity he recommends to this Honourable 
Houſe, the determining ſome Method, 
ſuch as to their great Wiſdom ſhall feem 


meet, for the aſcertaining d publickly 
declaring at the He: very Regiment, 
and in the proper (2:ces.of the Pay- 


Maſters, Se cee of Clezings for Off- 
reckons 


foremaſt Men, Mi 


| (41)” | 
reckonings, or Subſiſtence, as well to the 
private Centinels, as to the Subaltefns 
and ſuperiour Officers of the Army: Alſo 
at the main-Maſt on Board of every 
Ship, and at the proper Offices of the 
Navy; for 5 be due to the 
ip Men, Reformades, 
or Officers of the ſaid Ships which ſhall ſo 
happeg to die; ſo that the ſame may be 
publickly known by the Perſons ſurviving, 


who. may have Right to the ſame; and 


that ſuch publick Declaration, duly enter- 
ed and regiſtered in the faid Offices, 


may be taken as ſufficient Proof, and 


may be given in Evidence in any of Her 
Majeſty's Courts of Juſtice, againſt the 
ne Perſons detaining the ſame, in 

ehalt of ſuch as may have a Right 
thereto, in Caſe they ſhall be obliged to 
ſue. for the fame: This, *tis humbly- 


ſuppoſed, will make it difficult, if not 


impracticable for the faid Officers; A- 
gents, Paymaſters, Pur ſers, Cv. to cheat 
and defraud the Relations or Executors 
of ſuch of Her Majeſty's faithful Subjects, 
who loſe their Lives in Her Service, of 
ſuch Pay or Wages, as ſhall be due to 
them at the Time of their Death; or at 


leaſt ſhall make it eaſy to ſuch Commit- 


tees, as ſhall from Time go Time be 
appointed by this honourable Houſe to in- 
Mo. quire . 
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uite thereinto, in order to detect and pu- 
niſh ſuch as ſhall be fourd guilty. Further, 
the Author-hereof humbly- repreſents the 
Injuries, Wrong, and Injuſtice ſuffered 
by the Seamen in Her Majeſty's Service, 
and by their Widowgghd Children, with 
reſpect to the rich "Prizes frequently, 
(and of late more than ever) taken by 
Her Majeſty's Ships in divers parts of the 
World, but more eſpecially in the Spa- 
* aiſb Weſt Indies, where it has frequently 
| happen'd, ' that ſuch Ships fo taken, 
have had great and immenſe Sums in 
ready Money, Bullion, Bars of Silver, 
Gold, Jewels, Cc. befide rich Merchan- 
dizes on Board thereof; of all which, 
according to a late Act of Parliament for 
Encouragement of Seamen, every Fore- 
maſt Man, or other common Sailor, Vo- 
lunteer, Marine, or private Soldier, as 
well as Officers, are to have their Share, 
in proportion to the Station in the ſaid 
Ship or Ships, preſent at the taking the 
ſaid Prizes ; yet the ſaid Sums of Money, 
Silver, Gold, ' Jewels, c&c. 1 — 
embezzeled, ſecured, concealed, and 
privately conveyed away before any pub- 
lick Account of tlie Cargo of the ſaid 
Sluips is taken, whereby the ſaid Sailors 
are injured and deprived; plunder'd and 
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defrauded of their Share in, and Right 
to the Advantage of the ſaid Prizes, and 
the Incouragement enacted by this ho- 
nourable Houſe, as the Reward of their 
Hazard and Danger in fighting-for, and 
taking the ſame; to «the manifeſt Hin- 
drance of Her Majeſty's Service, Diſ- 
couragement of the Seamen in general, 
and in Defiance both of the Law, and the 
Juſtice of Parliaments: For Remedy 
whereof, the Author humbly repreſents 
to this honourable Houſe, the abſolute 
Neceſſity of making ſome further Pro- 
viſion, for the taking an immediate Ac- 
count of the full Produce of the loading 
and Goods on Board ſuch Ship or Ships 
' as ſhall be ſo taken from the Enemy, be- 
| fore any Perſon be ſuffer'd to go aſhore 
out of the dame; or that ſuch other 
Method for the preventing the Frauds 
uſed by the ſaid Officers tõ deceive and 

injure the ſaid Seamen, may be found 
out and enacted, as to this Honourable 
Houſe, in their great Wiſdom, ſhall 
ſeem meet. 6. | 
'The Author. hereof humbly repreſents, 
that there ate various other and further 
Depredations, Plunders, Oppreſſions, and 
injurious Practices made uſe of by the 
Officers as well of Her Majeſty's Navy* 
as Army, Which Merit and - loudly call 
9 + as for 
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for Redreſs from this Honourable Houſe; 
Such as (1.) the ſecret Methods clan- 
deſtinely uſed by Conſtables, and others 
in Procuring Men for the Service; the 
Partiality in liſting and diſcharging theſe 
for want of, and. thoſe for Confideration 
of Money paid them, contrary to the 
true Intent and Meaning of the Law in 
that Caſe provided, and particularly an 
abhorr'd and unchriſtian Method of fol? 


liciting the Juſtices of the Peace, to ac- 


uit and releaſe ſuch or ſuch, however qua- 
lified to ſerve, and however unincumber'd 
with Wives and Children, c. and this 
upon Condition, sto find another Man 
in the room of the Perſon ſo delired fo 
private Conſideration to be releaſed ; to 
perform which Condition, they ſeize up- 
en ſuch other PFerſon in the Town or 
Pariſh to which they belong, without 
due Reſpect to legal Circumſtances, and 
force him into the Service, to ſupply the 
Place of him, who, for Bribery and Cor- 
Tuption, they releaſed ; which wicked 
Practice, itas preſumed, may, without 


Offence, be term'd buying and felling 


Her Majeſty's Subjects; whereas it is 
moſt maniteſt, that by the true Intent 
Meaning of the ſaid Law, on one Hand 
the firſt Perſon ſo lifted, ought either not 
to have been liſted, or, when fo liſted, 
By r 
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@ 22. 
ought not to have been diſcharged ; or, on 
the other Hand, the ſecond Perſon ought 
not at firſt to have been left behind as 
unfit, or being unfit, ought not to be 
taken. (2.) The like Partiality, it is 
humbly repreſented, has been 1 
practis d by the Lieutenants and other Of- 
ficers, entruſted with Preſs-Warrants for 
the Uſe _ Ir of Her Majeſty's 
Navy, who freq u 
dilmit and diſchargs 
for the Service, upon trifling and frivolous 


the contrary, ſuch as are altogether 
t for the Service, and unacquainted 
with the Sea; as Apprentices to Trades, 
or Perſons otherwiſe employ*d in Handi- 
crafts, and-on-whoſe Labour may depend 
the Bread and Subſiſtence of Families, 
wha ſtarve and periſh for want of them; 
which Meg axe hurried away without 
giving them Leave to ſend for, or ac- 
__ their Friends what is become of 
them, that legal Methods may be taken 


for their Deliverance; at leaſt till they 


are out at Sea, and fo far remote from 
their Habitations, that they haye no 


means of Redreſs: Which Abuſes are hum- 


bly repreſented to this Honourable Houle, 
as Violations of the Liberty of the Sub- 
ject, and as manifeſt Infractions of the 
| FEET 


tly take Money to 
able Sgamen, and fit 


Pretences; and carry away by Violence, 


* 
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Laws of this Land, practisd upon Pre- 
ſumption of the Perſon oppreſs d being 
unable to ſne for Redreſs of the faid 
Wrong; or by Reaſon of Ignorance or 
Poverty, being in no Condition to re- 
cover Damages, or obtain Satisfaction for 
the ſame: All which Conſiderations, it 
is humbly ſuggeſted, ſerve the more ef- 
fectually to recomend the ſaid Caſes to 
the Cognizance of i Honourable Houſe, 
whoſe Conſtitution Md Property it is, to 


delight in redreſhng the Grievanges of 


the injur'd Poor, and to puniſh all Inva- 


ſions upon the Rights and Liberrigggs? 


the Subject. | 
The CONCLUSION. 


Perhaps it may be objected by ſuch as 
ſhall read theſe Sheets, that the Com- 
plaints here made, are all general; that 
there is here no Evidence of Fact; that 
they are not made in a Parliamentary 
Way; and that therefore it cannot be 
expected, the Parliament ſhould take any 
Cognizance off the ſame, or at leaſt if they 


do, it ſhould be to object againſt, Blame, 


and perhaps cenſure and puniſh the No- 
velty of calling a meer Pamphlet, A Me- 
morial to the Parliament; which, on the 
contrary, ought rather to have been pre- 
ſeared to the Houſe, ſign'd by rhe Perſon 

pre- 


| 
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preſenting the fame; that ſo if the 
Houſe had thought fit to require it, the 
Perſon fo preſenting it, ſhould appear to 
make out the ſeveral Particulars, in prder 
to a legal Proceeding againſt, and Puniſhe 
ment of the Criminals who ſhall be de- 
tected 463-759 
This, as a reaſonable Suggeſtion, is ſor 
this Reaſon referr'd to the Concluſion of 
this Tract, and may be anſwer'd in the 
following Manner. | _— 


Firſts it is humbly conceiv'd, that any 


Perſon may (and has ſome Native Right 


to do ſo) humbly, with Decency and Dus 
ty, as 'tis hop'd this is done, repreſent 
to the Parliament any publick Flagge 5 


or Gfievances, Oppreſſions, Plunder: 

and Invaſion of Right, which, by his 
Obſervation, he ſees is the Practice 15 
publick Officers; in order to put the 
ſame into a legal and probable Way of 
Enquiry and Redreſs; and it has not been 
only acceptable to, but frequently per- 
mitted in former Parliaments to do fo; 


altho? the Perſon ſo repreſenting, does 


not appear as a publick Informer againſt 
the Perſons. © ASI 211; bit ad 
© Secondly, The Author of this, thinks 
the Grievances here complain'd 6% are 
ſo known, O openly practis'd, fo gene- 
rally complain'd of, and ſo many are a- 


ha | 297 griev'd. 


a 


© - Thirdly, The Author is fo far from declining 
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griev'd thereby, that wheneyer the Houſe of 
Commons thinks fit to enter upon the En- 
quiry, they cannot want abundant Evidence 
of the Fact, and will have innumerable * 


cation to them for Remedy againſt the fam 
ſo that, altho* no iminediate Evidence of F 


is hereoffer'd, or particular Perſon here actus d, 


yet the Houſe cannot thereby be at a Loſs to 
find out Methods for the Diſcovery of both. 


any needful Service here in theCaſes repreſented ; 
that if ever the Houſe ſhall think fit to appoin 

Committee to enquire into the Abuſes and Vio · 
lences here mentioned ; he bumbly preſumes to 
ſay, be ſhall not be wanting, on the urage- 
meat and Protection of the Houſe; to deſcend to a 
Diſcovery of very many Perſons and Particulars. 
- Laſth,It cannot be reaſonable, the Fury and Ma- 
lice, Rage andRevenge of criminal Invaders of the 
Nations Rights, and the Liberties of the poor 


People being conſider'd, that any ſingle Perſon 
mould ex himſelf to their Want of Tem- 


r, ſo as to appear againſt them in Public 
* ſome ſuitable Protection other — 
his own InnocencyY if not alſa ſome Encourage- 
ment, without. Which, ſuch a Man might be 
ſaid indeed to offer himſelf ro die for the People: 
But if the Honourable Houſe of Commons ſhall 
be pleas'd to offer ſuch Protection, the Author 
hereof begs Leave to aſſure them, that, as he 
has laid this humble Repreſentution of Fact be» 
fore. thech and the Whole Nation, be ſhell, at 
their Command; make a Beginning at ſuch R. 
vidence, as to Perſons and Crimes, as ball, by 


